
Inspection of Rainbow Pre-School Hull 
Ltd
Chanterlands Avenue, Hull HU5 4DJ

Inspection date: 15 January 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and feel safe and secure at the welcoming pre-school. They 
have established warm and caring relationships with staff. Children confidently 
approach staff for help. Staff are calm and consistently offer praise and 
encouragement. This helps new children settle and gain confidence to engage in 
activities alongside other children and staff. Children listen well to staff and 
cooperate with boundaries and routines. Staff manage children's behaviour well. 

Children have opportunities to play with a wide range of toys and resources. Staff 
organise the environment well so that activities indoors and outside successfully 
engage and motivate children's interests. For example, as children use soft bricks 
to make their 'house', they carefully line bricks up next to each other. Staff extend 
children's learning, discussing the 'roof' and asking what cement is for. Children 
remember that this sticks the bricks down. 

Children are keen to look through the binoculars at the squirrel on the fence, and 
eagerly discuss the squirrel's antics. Staff support children well to share and take 
turns with the binoculars, so all children can watch. Children are active outside and 
demonstrate their good balancing skills and understanding of the world. They bring 
their good imagination into their play and remind staff and their friends of the 
'lava'. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children's literacy skills and communication are given high priority. Some 
children begin to match sounds to letters and recognise their names. Children 
enjoy nursery rhymes, songs and stories. They enthusiastically join in with 
actions and phrases. Older children are keen to sing a song to their friends. 

n Leaders have a clear vision and focus for the pre-school. Together with staff and 
parents, they reflect on and evaluate their practice to continually improve. 
However, staff do not explain to children the importance of treating resources 
and their environment with care.

n Staff are aware of children's dietary requirements. However, they do not provide 
children with clear messages about why it is important to eat healthy foods and 
what contributes towards a healthy diet.

n Children enjoy short and enjoyable small-group sessions to provide them with 
more focused learning support. The use of games helps children to get a better 
understanding of turn taking and sharing. Partnerships with other professionals 
and families are good. 

n Leaders support staff effectively. They provide regular supervision meetings to 
help improve staff's performance and identify training to support their practice. 
Well-qualified senior staff lead well by example. For instance, they extend 
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children's learning as they demonstrate counting how many steps they need to 
take to walk across the room. This aids the teaching of the curriculum and 
supports children's mathematical development well.

n Staff skilfully question the children to help them develop their own ideas and 
enhance learning experiences. For example, children describe their artwork. 
Staff extend children's knowledge as they tell them how to make pasta during 
play with play dough. This supports their next stage in learning effectively.

n Children enjoy being outside. They develop their physical skills as they use ride-
on toys and balance on a beam. Children learn about nature as they talk to staff 
about the squirrel in the trees. Children make marks with chalk. Staff extend this 
learning well, as they count bricks and hands for the 'worm' children draw. 

n Staff encourage children to take risks and to challenge themselves. For example, 
they give children gentle reminders to hold out their arms when they walk 
across a beam. Staff demonstrate different ways to walk across the beam, such 
as sideways and backwards. Children pay attention, follow instructions and show 
good balance.

n The key-person system is well established. Staff are sensitive to children's 
needs. When children are tired, they carry out the same routines that parents 
use at home. As a result, children fall to sleep and demonstrate that they feel 
safe and secure.

n Staff provide regular opportunities to involve parents in their child's learning and 
promote ideas on how to support children's development at home. Parents 
speak well of the setting and are happy with their child's progress.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff understand their responsibility to keep children safe and protect 
their welfare. They know the signs and symptoms that may indicate a child is at 
risk of harm. Staff know how to share concerns to keep children safe. This includes 
an understanding of how to escalate any concerns to outside agencies. Staff know 
the procedures to follow if they have a concern about if an allegation is made 
against a member of staff. Robust checks ensure that staff are suitable to work 
with children. The premises are safe and secure. Staff are well deployed and 
supervise children well.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n teach children the importance of caring for resources and taking responsibility 
for their pre-school environment 

n promote children's understanding of the importance of eating a well-balanced 
diet and the need to make healthy food choices. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY550761

Local authority Kingston Upon Hull City Council 

Inspection number 10133823

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 2 to 8

Total number of places 36

Number of children on roll 24

Name of registered person Rainbow Nursery Hull Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP532226

Telephone number 01482 445239

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Rainbow Pre-School Hull Ltd registered in 2017. The pre-school employs three 
permanent members of childcare staff and a member of staff from the sister 
setting, when needed. All hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or 6. 
The pre-school opens Monday to Friday during term time and offers a holiday club 
during school holiday periods. Sessions are from 8am until 5pm, except for bank 
holidays and a week at Christmas. The pre-school provides funded early education 
for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Caroline Stott
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Inspection activities

n The inspector engaged in discussions with staff and children throughout the 
inspection at appropriate times. She held a meeting with the pre-school deputy 
manager and the manager.

n The inspector viewed all areas of the premises used by children. She observed 
the quality of teaching during activities and assessed the impact this has on 
children's learning.

n The inspector discussed documentation, including public liability insurance, 
policies and procedures, and the qualifications and suitability checks of staff.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the deputy manager. She 
discussed the self-evaluation and the impact this has on the pre-school.

n The inspector spoke to a number of parents during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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